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CAST OF CHARACTERS
COUNT SPATULA, an evil vampire posing as a chef.
VANESSA HELSING, a budding suburban vampire hunter.
JONATHAN HARKENS, an aspiring scientist.
MINA, hypnotized.
LUCY, helpful, but vain.
ELVIRA, a vampire lunch lady.
AORTA, a vampire lunch lady.
MARGE, an ordinary lunch lady.
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(Outside the school cafeteria. Three teenagers enter. VANESSA,
carrying a small bag of supplies, drags JONATHAN by the arm.
They're followed by LUCY. He shakes loose.)
JONATHAN: No, you lied to me! You said this was for the
Science Club.
VANESSA: This is about science! I have a scientific question:
"Is Chef Spatula a vampire?" My hypothesis is "I can prove it."
LUCY: You have to admit that your science fair project is
boring, Jonathan.
JONATHAN: It's not boring! It's about molecules. Your
project is about kissing, Lucy. That's not science.
LUCY: Is too. Ever heard of chemistry?
JONATHAN: Romantic chemistry and scientific chemistry are
different!
VANESSA: Listen! Mina has been in the cafeteria alone with
him for too long. I saw the comment you left on her photo.
You two have romantic chemistry.
JONATHAN: That's not even relevant.
VANESSA: You wrote, "There are dark spots in the world and
there are lights. You are one of the lights."
LUCY: Aw, that's kind of sweet. Three different guys asked
me out in the comments of my new profile photo. I'm still
trying to pick, but who knows…maybe I'll get more comments
tonight!
JONATHAN: Enough! So you have a hypothesis—that's great
but it's not proof.
VANESSA: Oh, we don't have proof? One: He's from
Transylvania.
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JONATHAN: Now that's just prejudiced, Vanessa. Not all
Transylvanians are vampires and you know that.
VANESSA: Two: He doesn't go out into the sun. Like ever.
JONATHAN: Maybe he's afraid of melanoma.
VANESSA: Three: He wears a cape.
JONATHAN: I think that's just how he wears an apron.
LUCY: Also I'm pretty sure when I saw Chef Spatula kissing
the lunch lady's neck…he was biting her! She had like the
worst hickey I've ever seen.
VANESSA: So what do you say, Vice President of the Science
Club…are you going to help us or are you chicken?
JONATHAN: I'm not chicken! You're paranoid! You're just
like your dad.
VANESSA: Wow. Just wow. Do you know what my father
did, Jon? Do you?
LUCY: Mina could be getting a weird hickey right now! We
don't have time for this.
VANESSA: No, Lucy. We do. My father killed a vampire. And
yes, he might have only been drinking raccoon blood. And
yes, we might be a bit iffy on the evidence. But Mr. Nosferatu
never came out into the sun, and he kept, like, impaling dead
raccoons on his fence.
JONATHAN: Gross.
LUCY: Let's go!
(She grabs Jonathan's arm and starts to pull. He shakes loose.)
JONATHAN: No! I don't want to go in there. The cafeteria is
scary.

© Keegon Schuett
This is a perusal copy only.
Absolutely no printing, copying/distribution or performance permitted.

Count Spatula

7

VANESSA: A lot of science is scary! Scary science is important
too!
LUCY: Just as important as kissing science!
JONATHAN: We don't know that he's a vampire! And even if
we did, we don't know how to kill a vampire.
VANESSA: Oh, we don't? Good thing I'm here. I've got
everything we need.
(She begins to pull items out of her bag.)
Holy water, some wafers from a church, a wooden stake, and
garlic bread.
LUCY: Garlic bread? How is that gonna kill a vampire?
VANESSA: I don't know, but if it doesn't work at least we'll
have a delicious snack.
(A blood-curdling scream! All three teens jump!)
Here, you take the stake.
JONATHAN: No, the stakes are too high, you keep it.
VANESSA: Well, then take the garlic bread.
(She tosses it at him. Lucy takes the remaining items. The three
teens run inside the cafeteria, which is perhaps shrouded in
crimson curtains. A tall, terrifying man in a chef's hat and a
cape stands over a young woman. This is COUNT SPATULA
and MINA. She holds a wooden spatula and a pot. Count
Spatula looks at the children and stands regally.)
COUNT SPATULA: Ahhh, velcome to my cafeteria, children
of the night.
LUCY: We heard a scream!
VANESSA: I won't let you hurt Mina.
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COUNT SPATULA: Now, now, Miss Helsing. No need to
worry. Mina and I vere just about to have a bite.
JONATHAN: No!
VANESSA: Don't bite her!
MINA: (In a trance:) Bite me? Don't be silly. Chef Spatula was
just giving me a cooking lesson. He's teaching me how to
make his signature blood orange soufflé.
VANESSA: Mina, you've been hypnotized! Snap out of it!
COUNT SPATULA: I have heard a lot about you, Vanessa
Helsing.
VANESSA: And I've heard a lot about you, Count Spatula.
You can't throw on a chef's hat and fool everybody. I see right
through you!
COUNT SPATULA: If there's one thing I can count on, it's the
Helsing family's habit of jumping to conclusions. Vhere did
you get the idea that I vas going to bite Mina?
VANESSA: Because you're a vampire!
COUNT SPATULA: Vat makes you think that?
VANESSA: Vell, vat do you think, Count Spatula?
JONATHAN: Hey, don't make fun of the way he talks. That's
uncalled for.
COUNT SPATULA: It's quite all right, young Jonathan.
Perhaps you should all stay and learn a thing or two about
cooking. Ve like to experiment vith ingredients in my kitchen.
It's very scientific. Lots of vonderful knives. Ve need to be
careful ve don't cut ourselves and bleed everyvere.
JONATHAN: Maybe we should go.
COUNT SPATULA: No, I impale you to stay.
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LUCY: You impale us?
COUNT SPATULA: Oh, I'm sorry. Implore. Do you know this
vord?
VANESSA: Yes, it means beg…which you'll soon be doing for
your life!
COUNT SPATULA: I don't think my team of lunch ladies
would agree with you. Elvira! Aorta! Marge! Come greet the
children.
(Three beautiful lunch ladies, ELVIRA, AORTA, and MARGE,
enter carrying trays of cooking supplies.)
ELVIRA: Oh my, vat beautiful children.
AORTA: Vhen did these mouth-vatering creatures valk in?
MARGE: Y'all have such a fun way of talking. Don't you think
they talk so great, kids?
LUCY: Wait, Miss Marge…are you still all right?
MARGE: Well, if I'm being honest I just ain't been the same
since my pet raccoon went missing, but otherwise I'm doing
A-OK. Why do you ask?
VANESSA: You're working with a bunch of vampires, Miss
Marge!
MARGE: Vanessa Helsing! I'm surprised at you. Just because
these new lunch ladies like blood oranges and they got these
funny accents don't mean you can just up and call 'em
vampires. It ain't polite. Just look at Chef Spatula…if he were a
vampire, would he be wearin' a chef's hat? I don't think so,
missy!
VANESSA: They really are vampires, Miss Marge! We'll
prove it! Lucy, put the church wafers around Mina to protect
her.
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(Lucy runs to Mina and puts the wafers around her. Count
Spatula stands back and hisses. Elvira and Aorta also hiss.)

Look! They're all driven back by the religious wafers.
MARGE: Y'all don't work with 'em like I do. They just do not
like a messy floor.
LUCY: I did it! Now Mina's safe. We're all safe!
JONATHAN: Lucy, look out!
(Count Spatula lurches over Lucy and hides her behind his
apron/cape. She screams!)
LUCY: Help!
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