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CAST OF CHARACTERS
ABBY, teen, energetic and friendly.
JACK, teen, a nice guy.
MEG, teen, not so nice.
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(A park. ABBY gleefully dances the mashed potato, without
music; it's joyfully silly. JACK walks in, and circles her,
puzzled.)
JACK: Okay, I give up. What are you doing?
ABBY: I'm pretty sure it's the mashed potato.
JACK: The mashed potato.
ABBY: Yes.
JACK: In the middle of a park.
ABBY: It's amazingly fun.
JACK: Don't you need music for that?
ABBY: I wish I had music. You want to give me a beat?
JACK: No.
ABBY: Make some sounds with your mouth. Or slap your leg.
JACK: I'm not slapping my leg. Do I know you?
ABBY: I don't think so. Are you one of those snobby boys
from Addison?
JACK: Not too snobby. I'm talking to you. Wow, that sounded
snobby. Sorry.
(Abby continues to dance.)
It does look like good exercise.
ABBY: I guess. Mostly it just makes me happy.
JACK: Can you stop? It's making me dizzy.
ABBY: No.
JACK: No?
ABBY: I can't stop. I've been cursed.
JACK: With dancing?
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ABBY: The mashed potato.
JACK: There is no such thing as a dancing curse.
ABBY: And yet I literally cannot stop dancing.
JACK: This is weird.
ABBY: It was a guy. He was cute, and he was doing
something called the Charleston. It looked like fun.
JACK: Did he sneeze on you? Infect you with dancing?
ABBY: No. It can only be passed to someone who takes it
willingly.
JACK: Are you trying to pass it to me?
ABBY: Not at all. I'm having a blast.
JACK: How long have you been dancing?
ABBY: Five hours.
JACK: You must be tired.
ABBY: Surprisingly not.
JACK: You are breathing a little heavily.
ABBY: I think it's the talking. Dancing and talking at the same
time is hard. But I feel great.
JACK: There's a bench over there.
ABBY: I think if I sat down, I'd still be dancing. No one wants
to see that.
(She continues to dance.)
JACK: I'm not going to take the curse from you.
ABBY: That's fine.
JACK: You can't dance forever.
ABBY: It feels like I can.
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JACK: You going to go home tonight, and dance during
dinner?
ABBY: Maybe. My mom's pretty cool. And it's just us.
JACK: How are you going to sleep?
ABBY: Hmmm. I didn't think that far ahead. But for now, I'm
dancing. And for the first time in a while, I feel happy. My
name's Abby.
JACK: Jack.
ABBY: One reason I took the curse was that I was curious
what my dance was. Apparently everyone has their dance,
and you automatically know how to do it. The guy said the
girl who passed it to him was doing the Watusi.
JACK: I don't know what that is.
ABBY: He said she was pretty amazing at it. So I took the
curse.
JACK: And then…
ABBY: He ran away.
JACK: Ouch.
ABBY: I didn't care. Because I'm dancing. And I'm happy. I
don't have to worry about school, or grades.
JACK: But that can't go on forever.
ABBY: No.
JACK: So how do I know, if you give it me, that you won't run
away?
ABBY: I'm not going to give it to you.
JACK: Cute girl, passing me a curse, then fleeing.
ABBY: You think I'm cute?
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JACK: I wonder what my dance is.
ABBY: Apparently it says something about the inner you.
JACK: You're dancing the mashed potato.
ABBY: Well, I do like to cook. And eat. But I think it's just a
silly fun dance. And inside, I'm silly and fun, even if I don't
always show it. I'm the mashed potato. It would be interesting
to see what your dance is.
JACK: What if it's twerking?
ABBY: That would be sad for you.
JACK: But the curse is fun.
ABBY: So fun.
JACK: And I'd learn something about myself. Which is scary.
ABBY: Right? But also cool.
JACK: I am more than just a snobby private school kid.
ABBY: If you say so.
JACK: You'd need to promise to take it back if I don't like it.
ABBY: I want it back.
JACK: So? Are you ready to give it up?
ABBY: I guess I could use a break.
JACK: Cool. How do we do this?
ABBY: Just touch me. And want it.
(Jack moves toward her.)
JACK: I still don't really believe this.
ABBY: Want it.
(Jack touches her on the arm. He immediately starts dancing the
twist. Abby immediately stops dancing.)
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JACK: Wow. This is amazing!
ABBY: I told you.
JACK: What am I doing?
ABBY: I'm pretty sure it's the twist.
JACK: I don't know how to do the twist!
ABBY: You do now.
JACK: The twist. My dance is the twist! What does that mean?
ABBY: Maybe you change your mind a lot.
JACK: I don't think I do. Wait—maybe I do. Hey—I just did!
ABBY: The dance knows. Though I'm not sure what it says
about you as a person.
JACK: Maybe it says I'm steady. That even though I'm moving
a lot, I'm really still here. In the same spot.
ABBY: I'll buy that.
JACK: It's fun! It feels like I'm good at it.
ABBY: You are. It's probably going to give you great abs.
JACK: It feels like I could do this for hours. I want to dance for
hours. I really like this. You think I'll still be able to do the
twist? After you take the curse back? Try the mashed potato.
(Abby tries. She's terrible.)
ABBY: No. It's gone.
JACK: Well that's sad.
(Abby takes a step back. Woozy.)
Are you okay?
ABBY: I just feel tired all of a sudden.
JACK: You were dancing for a long time.
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ABBY: I feel sick. Oh no. I don't want it back.
JACK: What?
ABBY: I don't. I can't. When I was doing it, it was great, but
now… My head hurts. No wonder he ran away. Oh no. What
have I done to you?
JACK: I feel fine.
ABBY: It is a curse.
JACK: I feel happy. I'm having fun.
ABBY: You can't do this forever.
JACK: Maybe I can.
ABBY: I can't do that to you. I'll take it back.
JACK: Wait—are you just trying to trick me into giving it
back?
ABBY: No! I don't want it. Not anymore.
JACK: But you'd take it.
ABBY: Yes.
JACK: For me.
ABBY: I would.
JACK: Wow.
(They look at each other. Jack continues to twist.)
What are we going to do?
ABBY: I don't know.
(Jack suddenly starts waving, while continuing to dance.)
Who are you waving at?
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